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THE

POUCH MANSION.

TIIE DBROOKLYN SAVINGS BANK,

.

CLINTON AND PIERRETONT ST

SOME SIGHTS OF BROOKLYN

THE POUCH MANSION AND ITS TRANS-
FORMATION INTO A SOCIAL CENTRE.

THE CITY SEEN FROM THE WALL.-ST, FERRY—
THE NEW PROOKLYN SAVINGS BANK BUILD-
ING—THIRER FINE ARMOHRIES,

Among the many interesting and typical build-
inge of Brooklyn, few are better known than the
Pouch Mansion, or Gallery, as It is also eallod,
Yet probably the fact has escaped the minds of
most Brooklyn people that this headquarters
for blg social affalrs —balls, receptions, intellect-

ual feasts—wag built for a home,

When Mr, Graves, the head of a firm of wall-
paper manufacturers, poured SZHOAMK into this
mammoth pile, people gmiled pityvingly and fast-
ened the nickname of “Graves's Folly'" upon the
structure, And thig it proved to be, for Mr, and
Mrs, Graves died before it was finished, and A. J.
Pouch, of the Standard Oil Company, got it for
SHT 000,

It was the dream of the Graveses to give here
a s=eries of entertainmentis that would over-
ghadow anything else in Brooklyn's social world,
The house approaches in size to the great Lon-
don palace of Barnato, Clinton-ave. Is noted for
its commodious mansions of wealthy men, but
all the reet are dwarfed beside the glant
“Graves's Folly."

. The bullding is of brownstone and thoroughly
modern, with enough ground around it to give
a good view from all sides. Inside there are fifty
many of them decorated at great ex-

roams,

ide stores

As one steps out he seesg on either
of the Warehonse Trust. But as the eye follows
Montague-gt, up the sharp incline Brooklyvn
Helghts it rests at the top upen a row of grassy
terraces suggestive of the Back Bay homes in

The

greal re-

Boston,

]
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at the northeast corner of Clinton and
pont sts., is said to be one of the most beauti-
ful bank buildings n the district of the Greater
New-York, It cecupies about 125x120 feet that

_was the site of the old

new Hoae of the Brooklyn Savings Bank,
Picrre-

taining walls are over-
grown with ivy, and}
surmounting all  are |
the varied architectural
beauties of the mansions |
uf the wealthy old fam-
illes of exelusgive Colum-
bia Helghts,

One g earried up the |
hill and under the gtone
brldge by the HBrook-
lyn Heights eable road,
which, though but half a
mile long, has given its
name to half the trolley
lines of Brooklyn to aid
the devices of railroad
financiering. Montague-
st. is becoming less of a
regidence  street and
more and more the Wall !
Sirect of Brooklyn as |
the years go by. Thlﬂi
metamorphosis is due, of |
course, to the direet |
connection by \vatr‘ri
with the real Wall
Street, The ferry

be- |
longs to the Union Ferry
Heights,

pense; in fact, the in-
terior decorations are
sadd to have cost $80,-
A,
'I.h“
come
wriain
Tairs
ight
ot

mansion has be-
popular for a
kind of social
that scarcely a
that it s
brilllantly  lighted
mure enter-

80

pisses
one or
hinments.

Brooklyn is noted for

s ugly approaches, A
man who got no furthep
than the Hrooklyn ter-
minal of the Bridge
would think the bheauti-
ful City of Churches
dand homes was a dreary,
sordld =urt of place, The
e exeeption to these
unsightly mural gite-
wiys = Wall-st, ferry.
The stranger who steps
from a4 Wall-gt, ferry-
boat gets o pretty fair
impression of the city
as It really s In the
first place, he fin him-
elf in & double ferry-
house, as airy, cleanly
and well appointed as
any In the two clties.
While the dark drab
palnt has the dinginess
that seems  unlversal
with ferry-houses, yet

here is a loftiness and
of sunlight
reception-

plenitude
about the
room of this house that {
ig in striking contrast
to the dark mustiness
commaon tu most of the
Bprlitiy

r First Raptist Church.
| The building is of white

i

massive
lHnes,
st

and classical
The Fierrepont-
entrance hag
what the appearance of
| & triumphal arch, and
rests on two Dorle ¢col-
b umne, Smaller columns
at foot of the stops
hold aloft kneoling At-

qSOMe-

the

lases, who bear on their
backs light globee, The
roof Is of red tiling, with
retreating  gables at
either end. A pleasing

marble and planned on |

|
cupied exclusively as a bank.

of a Grecian temple. The marble and gilt deco=
rations of the interior are elaborate, and so0 eXe

| pensive that the officers of other banks were in-

¢lined to shake their heads dubiously over

spending =0 much money on a building to be oc=
But the Brooklyn

| Savings Bank is recognized as one of the strong-
€ st organizations of Brooklyn.

Its depos=its last
year were 85,000,000 larger than those of any
other Brooklyn savings bank.

Militury visitors to Brooklyn are always as-
tonlshed at the massive grandeur of the three
armories which are the homes of the 24d, 13th
and 1dth regiments. Brooklyn has five other
mititary armories, but these three are the prod-
uct of a lavish expenditure on the part of the

State and county * the support and eacour=
agement of the militia  that has perheps never
been excelled,

Critics differ In givipg the architectural su-

premacy to the avmory of the 23d or the 15th,
They are wholly different in design, and, while

TWENTY-THIRD REGIMENT,

N. G. S. N. Y., ARMORY.

|
|
|
|
'r'cnlraﬂl is made with | that of the 13th cost a little more, that of
[lh-- white marble by a | “Ours,” as the 201 Heciment is affectionately
trimming of black iron | called, has the larzer drill hall—a drill hall as
around the edge of the | Jarge as the Tth—and Is in every respect a fitting
roof, home for the “swell” regiment of Long Island.
On the Clinton-st, gide This armory covers more than half a big
i"-h"rl' Is a huge art| block at Atlantic and Dedford aves. and Pa-
| window that would be | citic-st. It §s frresular in ground plan, but its
|a eredit to a ecathe- | average dimensions are HJ00x200 feet, The strik-
:drnl‘ It is surrounded | ing architectural foature of the exterior is a
| by Daoric columns, and | lofty castle tower at the southeast corner. The
its projecting top is| great arched entrance on Bodford-ave, has on
suggestive of the roof elther side smaller towers, The body of the
_____ butlding I made from
redd nshlar stone, al-
though the tower and
(drill hall are bullt of
birick.
| The total cost of the
armory was about
SO0, tut this  in-
cludeg more than $60,-
IRLLL rajzed by the
Ccompanles  for turning
{ thelr  separate  rooms
into  elegant drawing-
roomas,
In speaking of the In-
| terlor decorations  spe-
r1ini mention  must be
made of the big recep-
| thon-room of the com-
missioned officers, This
! has an unusually lofty
| veiling, and the whole
| Interior is trimmed with
massive carved cak in
the old 1 style,
I':\.-' the chairs and ta-
bles gre also of heavy
carved oak, the effect
| Is that of a medieval

J knightly banquet hall,

The old armeor and
| Weapons that decorate
thie walls c¢omplete the
effect.  Certainly noth-
Ing In any other Ameri-
can armory approaches

it, aml visitors from
iul:"-url say they have
never seen  anything
like 1t Something of

g generous proportions
may be Judged from the
faet that the fireplace
and mantel reach up
twenty-four feet,

Fur about a third of &
| century the hulk of the



